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Photographs of the ExCo were taken at the Istanbul event in April 2026 

This marks the first occasion on which the Communications Committee has published the 
Country Report in journal format. The aim is to make the material compiled by delegates 
and country representatives more readily accessible to fellow FICPI member IP attorneys.  

Delegates submit country reports annually. The Communications Committee aims to 
produce another special issue in 2027. 
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Predictions of the future of AI on the 
AI profession

Has AI provided new ways of providing services to 
clients or dealing with the national/regional IP 
Office?

Of the 27 country/region respondents,  20 replied 
'yes', 5 replied 'no' and 2 did not answer

Full story on Page 20.

What is the FICPI ExCo?
By Julian Crump, President of FICPI’s Communications Committee, 
and Partner at Abel+Imray, UK

The FICPI ExCo. What is it? Apart from being 
the marquee FICPI event, often in wonderful 
locations and venues that are too small to 
hold the larger Open Forum or World 
Congress meetings, the ExCo – or Executive 
Committee – meeting is FICPI’s general 
meeting. 

Changes in IP Offices

FICPI Sections and Associations report on recent 
changes to operating procedures in their 
countries and regions.  

Full story on Page 15.

What is the FICPI Country Report?

The FICPI Country Report is a regular survey of FICPI Associations and Sections, presenting a 'state of 
the industry' report across legislation, cases and predicted impacts on the profession.                                                                                        
                                    Full story on Page 04.
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What is the FICPI Country 
Report?

Each year, FICPI invites its Executive Committee 
(ExCo) delegates and alternate delegates to 
complete a structured questionnaire reporting on 
developments within their national sections and 
associations. These responses, traditionally 
referred to as the Country Reports, provide a 
snapshot of professional activity, legal change, 
and practice trends across the FICPI community.

The individual submissions are made available to 
ExCo delegates and, together with the ExCo 
minutes, form part of the background material for 
the Executive Committee meeting. Given the 
volume of material received and the variety of 
formats in which it is submitted, FICPI has over 
time explored different ways of making this 
information easier to absorb, including oral 
summaries at the ExCo and short presentations 
by selected member groups.

This publication serves a different purpose. It is 
not intended to be a complete or exhaustive 
record of the Country Reports. Rather, it is a 
curated digest, highlighting selected 
developments that may be of interest to the wider 
FICPI membership.

The Country Report questionnaire, and the 
material drawn from it, is divided into three 
sections:
• Section A covers the activities and internal 

matters of FICPI national sections and 
associations. This material is confidential to 
ExCo delegates. Only non�sensitive, high�level 
information (such as positive membership 
trends) is reflected in this digest.

• Section B covers changes in IP law, case law, and 
official practice.

• Section C covers changes in IP law, case law, 
and official practice.

Sections B and C are published on FICPI’s website 
following the ExCo. 

In parallel, FICPI is developing new ways of 
publishing Country Report information online so 
that it can be organised by country or region, by 
questionnaire topic, and made searchable.

Introduction
Responses to the 2025 Country Report 
questionnaire were received from 27 countries 
and regions: the Andean Section 
(Colombia/Ecuador), Argentina, Australia, Austria, 
Brazil, Canada, Chile, China, Czech Republic, 
Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, 
India, Italy, Japan, Mexico, Norway, Republic of 
Korea, Romania, Singapore, South Africa, Spain, 
Sweden, Switzerland, and Türkiye.

Most national and regional groups reported good 
or cooperative relationships with local IP 
authorities, with 16 respondents reporting 
meetings with IP Offices or associations during 
the year.

A number of groups were active in making 
submissions to local IP authorities or lawmakers, 
notably Argentina, Australia, Canada, Finland, 
France, Germany, India, Republic of Korea, 
Romania, Spain, Sweden, and Türkiye. Several 
groups provided copies of FICPI resolutions with 
their submissions, and FICPI hopes that the 
resolutions can serve as a tool for strengthening 
engagement with IP authorities more broadly.

It remains a concern that many IP Offices do not 
actively promote the use of qualified IP 
professionals to applicants, with some Offices 
suggesting that applicants proceed without 
professional advice. Some offices continue to 
provide advisory services that go beyond the 
provision of information. FICPI’s longstanding 
positions on these issues are set out in resolutions 
EXCO/ES07/RES/002 (IP Information Services and 
Helpdesks Provided by Public Authorities) and 
EXCO/IT13/RES/002 (Legal Advice by IP 
Authorities).

In France, rules governing the composition of IP 
firms have been reinforced, strengthening the 
requirement that more than 50% of shareholders 
in an IP firm must be qualified IP attorneys.
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https://ficpi.org/system/files/EXCO-ES07-RES-002-IP-Information-Services-and-Helpdesks-Provided-by-Public-Authorities.pdf
https://ficpi.org/system/files/EXCO-IT13-RES-002_Legal_Advice_by_IP_authorities.pdf
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Michael 
Caine, Vice 
President of 
FICPI, and 
Principal at 
Davies 
Collison Cave, 
Australia

Among the highlights covered in this digest: 
Argentina is actively engaged in discussions 
around potential PCT accession; Korea has tabled 
proposals for a discovery system that would 
significantly strengthen IP enforcement; and 
across many jurisdictions, AI-based tools have 
seen meaningful uptake in daily IP practice since 
March 2024.
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Thank you to our respondents
Andean Section - Colombia 
Delegate
Ximena Castellanos, 
E: xcastellanos@castellanosyco.co
CASTELLANOS

Andean Section - Ecuador
Nominated country representative
María Rosa Fabara
E: mrfabara@bustamantefabara.com
Bustamante Fabara IP

Argentina
Delegate
Martin Bensadon
E: mb@marval.com
Marval O'Farrell & Mairal

Australia
Alternate Delegate
Ronelle Geldenhuys 
E: rgeldenhuys@jmsd.com.au
Jones Maxwell Smith & Davis

Austria
Delegate
Daniel Alge  
E: alge@sonn.at
SONN IP Attorneys

Brazil 
Alternate Delegate
Tarso Mesquita Machado
E: tarso.machado@kasznarleonardos.com
Kasznar Leonardos 
Intellectual Property

Canada
Delegate
Louis-Pierre Gravelle
E: lpgravelle@dipchand.com
Dipchand LLP   

Chile
Delegate
Andrés Melossi
E: amelossi@bbp.cl
Beuchat Barros & Pfenniger

China
Nominated country representative
Dajian WU
E: wudajian@yuhongip.com
Yuhong Intellectual 
Property Law Firm (YHIP)

Denmark
Delegate
Claus Elmeros
E: cel@pv.eu
Plougmann & Vingtoft A/S

Finland
Delegate
Sini-Maaria Mikkilä
E: Sini-Maaria.Mikkila@bocoip.com
Boco IP Oy Ab

FICPI thanks the following delegates, alternate delegates, and nominated country 
representatives who submitted responses to the 2025 Country Report questionnaire.
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Czech Republic
Delegate
Josef Plicka
E: jplicka@apk.cz
Čermák a spol

COUNTRYREPORTS



0 7

Germany
Delegate
Dieter Laufhütte, 
E: info@lsg.eu
Lorenz Seidler Gossel 
Rechtsanwälte Patentanwälte 
Partnerschaft mbB

Greece
Alternate Delegate
Maria Athanassiadou
E: mail@hplaw.biz
Dr. Helen G. Papaconstantinou 
and Partners

India
Delegate
Neha Chugh
E: neha@ipr.in
IPR International Services

Italy
Delegate
Silvia Dondi
E: silvia.dondi@bugnion.eu
Bugnion S.p.A.

Japan
Delegate
Kenji Sugimura
E: ficpie@Sugimura.partners
Sugimura & Partners

Mexico
Delegate
Mariano Soní
E: sonim@soni.mx
Bufete Soní

Norway
Delegate
Laura Mannering
E: lma@baa.no
Bryn Aarflot AS 

Republic of Korea
Delegate
Doo-Hee Lee
E: doohee@leespat.com
LEES & Co.

Romania
Alternate Delegate
Raluca Vasilescu
E: raluca@oproiu.ro
Cabinet M. Oproiu

Singapore
Delegate
Low Pei Lin
E: low.peilin@agasia.law
Allen & Gledhill

South Africa
Delegate
Claudia Berndt
E: claudia@hahn.co.za
Hahn & Hahn
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France
Alternate Delegate
Jérémie Palacci
E: palacci@plass.com
Cabinet Plasseraud
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Switzerland
Nominated country representative 
Harry Frischknecht
E: info@lsg.eu
Isler & Pedrazzini AG

Türkiye
Alternate Delegate
Pinar Arikan
E: pinar.arikan@gun.av.tr
Gün + Partners

Louis-Pierre Gravelle, Canada  

DERIS: sponsor of April 2026 Istanbul ExCo Shiguru Inaba, APAA representative at the ExCo
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Spain
Delegate
Pedro Saturio 
Carrasco
E: psc@elzaburu.es
Elzaburu S.A.
Luis-Alfonso Durán
E: psc@elzaburu.es 
DURAN-CORRETJER, S.L.P.
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Sweden
Delegate
Louise Jonshammar
E: louise.jonshammar@awa.com
AWA Sweden AB
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