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DESIGN FILING 
CONSIDERATIONS

• Commercial product

• Software/User experience

• Hardware

• New form factor

• Incremental release

• Expected product life

• Planned variants

• Types of competitors and copying 
trends



Hardware Examples

Multiple variants, including illumination

US D575,784

US D581,929

New form factor (multiple states)

US D452,282US D452,534

Multiple claim scopes



Capturing the user experience





One example of getting mad…

US D565,668

US D522,011

US D547,763



Another example...

US D575,784

US D581,929

US D593,095



Alternatives to getting mad



Ribbon Licensing: A shift to platform



Example of the Ribbon interface as a platform

US D564,535



1.   An apparatus comprising:

a chassis;

a component rotatably
attached to a portion of the 
chassis; and

at least one hinge that 
attaches a portion of the 
component to the portion of 
the chassis, the hinge 
including a center of rotation 
that is external to the hinge.

E.g., Kickstand Innovation
utility patents (left)  – design patents (right)

U.S. Design Patent 696,254U.S. Patent 9,134,808

Surface as a platform?




