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Increasingly IP offices are establishing modern approaches aimed at improving procedures for 
users through the adoption of enhanced electronic facilities and communications with each other.  
We have seen the Vancouver group of Canada, Australia and the UK partner with WIPO to develop 
Centralised Access to Search and Examination (CASE), a digital library of search and examination 
material. China, New Zealand and Singapore have since joined this initiative. 

Within the IP5 offices of the EPO, JPO, KIPO, SIPO and USPTO, we have seen the introduction of or 
plans for the Common Application Format, the Common Citation Document, the One Portal 
Dossier and now the Global Dossier, which will integrate the IP5 proposals with WIPO and CASE.   
It is said the Global Dossier will advance the patent system by reducing user costs through 
increased efficiencies, international examiner collaboration and enhanced work sharing. 

Architects of this initiative aspire to users accessing one portal to manage filings in all participating 
countries thereby avoiding costs, for example relating to duplicate documentation.   Other cost 
and efficiency achieving harmonisation is planned by the Tegernsee Group of patent offices, and 
WIPO is proposing its ePCT system of simplified national phase filing.  

Panellists will expand on all of this and more, and will discuss its likely impact not only on the 
professional services we offer but also on our profession itself. 
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COLEEN MORRISON (CA) – MODERATOR 

 

FICPI 
Vice President 
CET Executive 

CET 1 – Trade Marks 
Membership Commission 

Coleen graduated with a Bachelor of Science Degree 
prior to pursuing graduate work in Biological 
Oceanography, as well as a Law Degree, at Dalhousie 
University. She then articled with an Ottawa IP firm 
and was called to the Ontario Bar. 

Coleen is a registered Trade-mark Agent, Barrister 
and Solicitor.  She practices primarily in the field of 
trade-marks but is also able to draw on a wide range 
of prosecution, opposition, litigation and negotiation 
experience in the areas of domain names, copyright, 
industrial designs and patents. 

Early in her career Coleen spent a brief period with 
the Canadian Intellectual Property Office (CIPO) 
representing Canada at some of the first consultative 
meetings involving domain names and trade- marks 
at the national and international level. Her 
involvement in International IP law, and in the 
domain name field, continues to date. 

Coleen joined Marks & Clerk in 1997, became a 
Partner in 2000 and has been serving as Managing 
Principal – Trade-marks since 2001. 

Coleen serves as the Vice President of FICPI 
International. She also holds the position of Treasurer 
with FICPI Canada. Coleen is an INTA member, the 
past Chair of the Intellectual Property Institute of 
Canada Trade-mark Joint Liaison Committee and a 
member of the International Affairs Committee. 
Coleen is also a member of the Canadian Bar 
Association and the Law Society of Upper Canada. 

In her spare time Coleen enjoys many sports including 
sailing and ice hockey. 

Managing Principal – Trade-marks 
Marks & Clerk 

t: +1-613 236-9561 ext 2008 
f: +1-613 230-8821 

coleen.morrison@ficpi.org 
cmorrison@marks-clerk.ca 

www.marks-clerk.com 
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GÜNTER HUBERT (DE) – SPEAKER 

 

Günter Hubert holds the position of Deputy Head of 
Patent Department I at the German Patent and Trade 
Mark Office (DPMA) in Munich, Germany. 

After completing his university degree in mechanical 
engineering (Dipl.-Ing. Univ.), Günter worked for ten 
years in responsible positions in industry (Siemens 
AG, later as head of the product design group at 
Thyssen AG).  

In 1996, he joined the DPMA and worked for 13 years 
as a patent examiner, senior patent examiner and 
leader of a group of patent examiners in the field of 
mechanics (machine elements, esp. for power 
transmission).  

In 2009, Günter was appointed as Technical Judge at 
the German Federal Patent Court, working in the field 
of mechanics as member of a Technical Board of 
Appeal and a Nullity Board.  

In 2013, he returned to the DPMA as Head of Patent 
Division 1.23. 

Head of Patent Division 1.23 
Hauptabteilung 1/I Patente I Deutsches 

Patent- und Markenamt  

t: +49 (0) 89 2195 2476 
f: +49 (0) 89 2195 2221 

guenter.hubert@dpma.de 
www.dpma.de
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ALAN J. KASPER (US) – SPEAKER 

 

FICPI 

Alan J. Kasper is a senior partner in the International 
IP law firm Sughrue Mion, PLLC, having offices in 
Washington DC, California and Tokyo, where he has 
been practicing law since 1985. 

Mr. Kasper’s practice focuses on patent matters and 
consists primarily of prosecution, litigation, licensing, 
opinions (including independent evaluator for 
standards groups) and counselling on patent 
strategies for a wide variety of clients in the advanced 
electrical, optical, semiconductor, computer-based 
and mechanical technologies, and he presently 
manages the firm’s International Department. 

He graduated from the State University of New York 
with a B.S. in Electrical Engineering and obtained a JD 
at the Georgetown University Law Center. He initially 
worked as an Examiner in the U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office in the telecommunications arts and 
later served as Assistant General Counsel and head of 
the Patent Department for the internationally known 
telecommunications satellite company, COMSAT. 

Alan is active in several professional associations, 
including AIPPI, FICPI, ABA, IPO, LES, ASIPI and AIPLA, 
where he served as President in 2010 and for 9 years 
as a member of the Board of Directors. He also is on 
the Steering Committee of AIPPI-US and serves on 
various Committees for AIPPI. 

Senior Partner 
Sughrue Mion, PLLC 

t: +1‐202 663‐7903 
f: +1‐202 293‐7860 

akasper@sughrue.com 
www.sughrue.com 
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YO TAKAGI (CH) – SPEAKER 

 

Since 2009, Mr. Takagi has been leading the Global 
Infrastructure Sector as Assistant Director General.  
Its task is to coordinate and develop the technical 
architecture and business functions of the global 
intellectual property system.   

Since joining WIPO in 1994, Mr. Takagi has served as 
Director of a number of Divisions.  Mr. Takagi began 
his career in the Japan Patent Office in 1979, and also 
served in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan, 
participating in numerous WIPO meetings and 
negotiations relating to the Agreement on Trade-
Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS 
Agreement). He was educated at Kyoto University. 

 
Assistant Director General 

Global Infrastructure 
World Intellectual Property Organisation 

t: +41 22 338 9058 (direct) 
t : +41 22 338 9143 (assistant) 

yo.takagi@wipo.int 
www.wipo.int 
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